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Susquehannock Presents Rachel's Challenge to District  
 

Susquehannock High School students recently 
accepted a challenge to help start a chain reaction 
of kindness and compassion, while helping to stop 
the potential for violence at their school. As part of 
the Rachel’s Challenge program, students heard 
the story of Rachel Joy Scott, the first person killed 
in the Columbine High School tragedy, April 20, 
1999.  
 
Not long after her death, Rachel’s family members 
began challenging young people around the 
country to create a chain reaction of kindness in 
their own communities. The Rachel’s Challenge 
movement is intended to create a ripple effect to 
anyone who accepts the challenge. The program 
stems from a paper Rachel wrote just six weeks 
before the shooting. In her paper she said, "I have 
this theory that if one person can go out of their 
way to show compassion, then it will start a chain 
reaction of the same." 

 
Students attended assemblies, during which presenter Cody Hodges featured actual audio and 
video footage about Rachel’s life and the Columbine shootings. He listed five challenges that 
Rachel lived by, which Susquehannock students could also strive to achieve. 
They included: 
 

1. Eliminate prejudice – look for the best in others 
2. Dare to dream – don’t let circumstances determine your dreams 
3. Choose positive influences – surround yourself with the right people 
4. Influence others with the power of your words  
5. Start a chain reaction of kindness 

 
Hodges, a former college quarterback, said he had always dreamed of playing football. He 
encouraged the students to write their dreams in a journal, like Rachel did. “Write down all your 
experiences and memories,” he said. “You will have them forever.” 
 
In preparation for the program, students participated in some pre-assembly activities. Following 
the assembly program, students were asked to accept Rachel’s Challenge and sign a banner 
that was displayed in the school. Hodges also invited students to participate in a leadership 
training workshop. About 250 students participated.  



  

Alumni Spotlight - Joy Keller-Brown ‘74 
 
The story of Joy Keller ’74 is representative of many of our alumni. Their Southern York County 
roots and affection for the area influence their career and life choices, and they return to ensure 
that their children enjoy the same kind of life they had. “I am proud of my journey,” Joy said. “I 
could have gone many different places and done any number of different things. But I’m right 
where I want to be.”   
 
Joy was an active and successful student athlete at SHS. Academically, she was a consistent 
honor roll student with a particular fondness for English, mathematics and business. She credits 
teacher Roberta Thoman for inspiring her to writing excellence, a talent that earned her the 
position of yearbook editor in her senior year. “I admire Mrs. Thoman and value her friendship to 
this day,” Joy said. “I’m still in constant touch with her.”  
 
She also played flute in the concert band, but her fondest memories come from the school’s 
athletic program, where she lettered in field hockey (when they still played on the hillside in front 
of the school), cheerleading, and volleyball. She remembers volleyball as her first love and is 
proud to have helped establish Susquehannock as a state power in that sport.  As a member of 
the Carolyn Adams-coached team that won the PIAA gold medal in 1974, it was the first year of 
statewide championship play. (Joy’s daughter Sarah was a member of the 2000 squad that also 
won a PIAA gold medal; her younger daughter Emily’s 2005 team won a PIAA silver medal.)  
 
During the summers, she worked as a director in the Shrewsbury summer playground program 
and was a lifeguard at both Codorus State Park and Bon Air Country Club.  
 
After graduation, Joy attended Gettysburg College, majoring in business administration. She 
played field hockey in the fall and took up lacrosse as a spring sport. “I just assumed they had a 
volleyball program and was shocked to discover they didn’t,” she recalled. “I’d never played 
lacrosse before, but tried out for the team and made it.” The College did add volleyball in 1977 
and Joy concluded her athletic career on the court. 
 
She was also active in GROW – Gettysburg Reorganization of Women – a student organization 
dedicated to advancing women’s rights. They brought speakers onto campus and campaigned 
for joint (i.e. co-ed) housing. She also participated in the school’s study abroad program, 
attending the University of Bath (England) in her junior year.  
 
Another experience she remembers as significant was her internship at the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare, where she helped to draft and analyze proposed 
legislation. At the time, she had planned on making this career choice, but the most valuable 
part of the experience for her was learning that: (1) she didn’t like politics and (2) she really 
wanted to live in Southern York County. She returned to work for Hedge Ring Nurseries in 1978, 
in charge of the business office, but also with the opportunity to help out in the flower operation 
– gardening was an activity she’d always enjoyed.  But later that year, she had an opportunity to 
join her father in the Keller Insurance Agency, upon her grandfather’s retirement from this local 
insurance business. 
 
Weaving in and out of Joy’s life story is husband Jeff Brown ’74. Joy and Jeff went through 13 
years of school together as casual acquaintances, but nothing more. Then, two years into 
college, she ran into him during holiday recess and “it was like love at first sight,” she said. 
Suddenly, he seemed grown up to me!”   
 
Jeff joined Joy at the Keller Agency in 1978 and he proved to be a natural salesman. It was an 
ideal partnership, with Jeff fronting the operation in sales and Joy in the “back room.” The 
partnership took the firm on a path that has made it the largest insurance firm in the area – The 
Keller-Brown Agency. 



  

Outside work, Joy is active in the community, serving on church council at Zion Lutheran 
Church, as an advisor to Southern Community Services, a member of the board of directors at 
Penn Mar Human Services, and also the York Agricultural Business Council.   
 
Of course, her greatest pride is her children. Her daughter Emily, a Villanova University 
graduate, is a nurse and an ensign in the United States Navy, currently serving at the Bethesda 
Naval Hospital.  Emily’s twin brother Ben, a graduate of Shippensburg University, is a Second 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Army, Branched Infantry, currently assigned to the University where he 
teaches first year military science students.  After further officer training as an Airborne Ranger, 
he will be assigned to Fort Hood, Texas. Her oldest daughter Sarah, a Duquesne University 
graduate, works with Jeff and Joy at Keller-Brown Insurance Services, in Shrewsbury. 
 
She looks back on her days at Susquehannock and all the experiences there as preparation for 
her happy and successful life.  “It’s the best high school for miles around,” she said. “It prepared 
me and it prepared my children.”  
 
Thanks to Joy Keller-Brown ’74 for making us Warrior Proud. 

 
 

Warrior Band Organizations Continue Traditions 
Traditions are alive and well with the Warrior Marching 
Band and the activities sponsored by its booster 
organization.  
 
Local rock groups competed against one another 
Saturday, January 9, during Susquehannock High 
School’s Battle of the (Rock) Bands. Sponsored by the 
Southern York County School District’s Band Boosters, 
this new event (a new tradition?) featured several 

students from the District as well as others from neighboring schools. Susquehannock’s own 
student bands, Atomic Proportions and Alpha Centauri, also performed.  
 
The program highlighted youth, ages 12 to 19 years of age. Each band performed three or four 
songs each, one of which was an original composition. Spectators who attended the event 
voted for their favorite bands and judges chose the competition winner.  
 
And…The Susquehannock Warrior Symphonic Band will perform its annual winter concert in 
the Richard D. Hupper Auditorium at the High School on January 26, at 7 pm.  
 
Also…Band-tastic” Longaberger Basket & Vera Bradley 
Bag Bingo will be held Sunday, January 31, at Shrewsbury 
Elementary School, featuring Longaberger Baskets and 
Vera Bradley bags.  Doors open at 3 pm, Bingo games start 
at 4 pm, with food and drinks available for purchase. 
Special games and raffles, all proceeds benefit the band 
program.  
 
And finally…Keystone Indoor Drill Association features 
Indoor Percussion and Indoor Guard Competition, Saturday, February 6, at 10 am, at 
Susquehannock High School. View performance creativity and precision at its best! Admission 
will be charged. Support our SHS and local school competitive groups, as we host our own first 
annual competition 
 
The contact person for these events is Tina Pelensky, 717-880-8157.  



  

 
Registered Alumni Count Continues to Grow! 

 
PASS IT ALONG!  Send a copy of the alumni newsletter to a classmate and encourage him or 
her to register on the alumni website at: HHHhttp://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_add.cfm 

 
 

 
Reunion News 

Class of 1954 56th Reunion June 22, 2010 
Reunion will be held at Shady Maple Smorgasbord in Blue Ball from 11AM to 3PM 

Contact Jim Koller at 717-838-5972: hjkollersr@verizon.net 
Class of 1960 50th Reunion October 29/30, 2010 

Reunion will be a two-day event beginning at SHS Homecoming on October 29, beginning with 
reception, game, and building tour. The dinner will be at Great American Saloon in Red Lion. 

Contact Donna Bailey Copenhaver at 717-764-5890 
HHHmaxanddonna@verizon.net HHH 

Class of 1990 20th Reunion TBA 
The Class of 1990 reunion is organizing. Please contact Deb Rivera at 717-417-6095 or 

HHHdsb192@psu.edu HHH 

Class of 1995 15th Reunion TBA 
The Class of 1995 Reunion is organizing. Please contact April Feree at 

HHHshswarriors_1995@yahoo.com HHH 

For additional information about these reunions, or to post information about your 
reunion, access the SHS alumni website:  

HHHhttp://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_reunions.cfmHHH 

 

Class of:  # Registered  Class of:  # Registered Class of:  # Registered 
2009 12 1989  27 1970  11 
2008 17 1988  25 1969  24 
2007  7 1987 57 1968  10 
2006  21 1986  30 1967  18 
2005  44 1985  35 1966  3 
2004  12 1984 16 1965  7 
2003  20 1983  33 1964  2 
2002  18 1982  31 1963  13 
2001  28 1981 5 1962  5 
2000  43 1980  5 1961  9 
1999  41 1979  19 1960  9 
1998  40 1978 12 1959  2 
1997  43 1977  14 1958  10 
1996  21 1976  18 1957  17 
1995  38 1975  16 1956  4 
1994  28 1974  12 1955  14 
1993  31 1973  10 1954  9 
1992  27 1972  19 1953  11 
1991  40 1971  14 1952  4 
1990  18 Total Registered Alumni 1,130 



  

The Alumni Field House – Are You a Part of It? 
 

One of the most distinctive features of the 
Susquehannock campus is the Alumni Field House 
and Plaza. In addition to its striking beauty and 
majesty, its uniqueness lies in its funding source – 
Susquehannock High School Alumni, family, and 
friends.  
 
Through the purchase of engraved bricks, paving 
stones, and plaques, this magnificent structure houses 
guest facilities and concessions, along with an 
attractive brick courtyard.  
 

The entire project is to be completed in three phases, with only Phase I complete. Additional 
contemplated phases include team rooms, a trainers’ room, and an alumni room. The 
Association is actively seeking additional patrons to support completion of this project. Are you a 
part of it? Do you want to be? 
 
Please help by completing the attached tear off and mail to 
Wayne McCullough, Susquehannock High School 
Alumni Association, Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 17327-
0128. 
 
The photo at the right is of completed phase I. The artist’s 
rendering below is of the entire completed project.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Brick/Paving Stone/Plaque Purchase 
Name: Phone# 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip 

Brick ($300), Paving Stone ($750, or Plaque ($3,000) $ 
Payment may be made with this mailing or payable over three years in equal, annual 

installments. Please include installment with this mailing. You will receive a form for completion 
of your inscription. Mail to the listed address. Questions? Call Wayne McCullough at: 

717-235-4811 – Extension 7274. 
 

CCllaassss  HHoonnoorr  RRoollll  
The following classes have contributed to the field house project 

1952 1956 1965 
1953 1957 1968 
1954 1960 1969 
1955 1964 1977 



  

For more school webcast info, click here: 
HHHhttp://www.syc.k12.pa.us/channel_99.cfm 

 
 

Alumni Pride” and More on Warrior TV Webcast 
 

 
Warrior Television productions featuring 
outstanding alumni are now webcast via 
the School District website.  Available 
productions are: 

Dan Goebler ‘95 Jeff & Joy (Keller) Brown ‘74 Glenn Geiple ‘72 
Todd Stiffler ’85  Jeff Joy ‘83 Daniel Jesse Mays ‘43 
Dave Seitz ‘53 Bob Williams ‘52 Kevin Krebs ‘94 
Mark Rill ‘99 Lisa Myers ‘89 Jeff Garner ‘95 
Wade Bowers ‘98 Darryl Engler ‘65 Jack Hedrick ‘55 
Daryl McCullough ‘82 Kevin Angle ‘97 Bobbie (Clark) Lamond ‘88 
Russ Kramer ‘83 Joshua Chronister ‘ 94 Bruce Bauman ‘ 67 
Jeff Molinsky ’97  Paul Rego, 97  Doug Walters ’03   

Ronnie (’85) and Rob (’89) McCoury  Eric Thiegs ‘91NEW 

 

 
2BScholarship Giving Opportunities for Alumni 

 
Name UUUU          __  ___  
 
Address              
 
City           State      Zip     
 
Contribution Amount:  $   
 

Mail to: 
SYCSD Foundation 

P.O. Box 128 
Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 

You will receive an 
acknowledgement of your gift 

for tax purposes. 

Contribution Allocation Amount 
General Scholarship Fund $ 
Eric Gonzales Scholarship $ 
Thomas Kerrigan Scholarship $ 
Loretta Rappoldt Scholarship $ 
Karl Steger Scholarship $ 
Kathy Yeater Scholarship $ 
Peggy Kingman (Welfare Fund) $ 
Jim McKinney Scholarship $ 
Ron Leese Scholarship $ 
Glen Rock High School Scholarship $ 
Other (Specify _____________) $ 
  

 Total Contribution  
 


